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PREFACE 


TO THE 


R E A DE R © 
4m ſenſible, that many Books have 
been already written by others on. 
this Subjeft of Infant-baptiſm, and 
it was formerly far from my hong thou ghts 
to make an addition z but the irre 

larity of one, who ft his Goſpet 5 0 - 
tion without previous dctlaring any 
ſ#ch intention to me, (with what ens 
ſued) occaſioned my freſh ſearch into 
the controverſy, and my drawing. up 
the enſaing Sheets, wherein ſome Scri- 
ftures are cleared furtner than ever 
they were formerly to me; The Im+ 
A 45 portu 


ea - _ 
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To the Reader. 
portunity of ſome friends f the (ame. 
mind with my ſelf, together with the. 
miſrepreſenting of me by ſome others 
of the contrary per ſwaſion, have pre- 
vailed with me to let them be publi- 


ſhed, | 7 


\ 


1 am the more encouraged ſeting the 
Primitive Churches or Elders, did of- 
ten aſſert controverted Truths, even 
when they had a Common Enemy the 
Pagans, andafter the Arians againſt 
them, If the Lord may bleſs this ſhort 
Tratt, ſo far as any who are wavering 
may be eſtabliſhed, and thoſe which 
have been otherwiſe minded may be 
coxvinced, 1 have my deſign. It is 
the clearing of truth that 1 aim at, 
and not the reviving or continuing, 
mnch leſs the increaſing of differen- 
ces, 

1 think they are moſt guilty hereof, 
who will hold Communion with no other 
Churches, but thoſe who are of their 
own 'perſwaſion in point of Baptiſm ; 
if 1 may obtain their Convittion thas 

ſuch 


To the Reader. 
ſuch rigidneſs irungrounded, . this will 
then conduce to peace; and" 1 bave 
given ſuch Scripture grounds. for my 
Judement, 45-1 hope will prevail fuy- 
_ rher-with thoſe which will xead' with- 

out prejudice.” (1 can hold Communiin 
with-thoſe that-differ ftam\imecabout 
Infant Baptiſm, provided: thy livg 
peaceably otherinuys, and te of 4. Go- 
Jpel converſation; ons) <, 
val If an»: jÞall reply to thu with Vir 


—_ 
E 


dency and: paſſion ; 11 ſhall:ſÞregd it be- 
fore the Lord and ſay, the'Lnrirebute 
thee ; bat if they do it withtbe.$pirit 
of meeknt(s; and \with. ſmebStyipture 
evidence..as be. convittedg. that the 
ſubſtance of what 1. have bere.\writtew 
# Erronr,' \do hereby. promiſes. the 
Lord permitting tb' refraft AÞ.y.; if 1 
may be permitted ta Print'\it:;. Soas tf 
+be ſilent Render,” thou: mayeſt know 
1 find no cogent. Scripture light for my 
Copvuiftion. TRIAD. 
\. 7 account Infants Covenant intereſt 
-fo be the: grand 'argument for their 
\ A 3 Baptiſm 
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Tothe Reade. 
Baſtiſm, and ſo have inſiſted on the 
oof of 48. | 
That evaſion, that Infants of be- 
lieving Gentiles are not the Seed of 
Abraham, that will nas hold, For, if 


the Infants of believing Fews be, then 


undeniably the Infants of believing 
Gentiles are ſo. 


And ron it up to the Primitive Go- 
ſpel times after the death of Chriff, 


the Infants of beligving Fews were the 


Seed of Abraham , waleſs any cax 
ove that they were cut off 'by a repeal 
or otherwiſe, and ſo that. they. were 
demnified by their Parents believing. 

Tea fros Fews did believe on Chriſt 
before his Death, and how could their 
Infant Seed. then be cut off t the Co- 
wenant with Abraham was wndeubted- 
ty then in force after the Parents be- 
lieving, and ſo their Infant Seed in 
ir fill with their Parents after their 
believing. © 

Indeed it cannot be proved, that 
the Covenant with Abraham, was ah- 
oy OT rogated 


To the Reader, 
rogated by the Death of Chriſt, #hough 
the Law in ſome refpet} was. 

. Nor can it be proved, that the Fews 
or their Seed were oroken off, by a Re- 
peal of that Evvenant with Abraham, 
or anyotherways then by their own de- 
generacy aud poſitive anbelief,. Rom. 
I 1. 20, becauſe of pnbelief' they were 
broken off, and thu ] think it at the 


Death of Chrift, but ſome time after, 


AR. 12, 46. and thu by degeneracy 
and rejetting the Covenant (a5 now ſo) 
in preceeding Ages from the days of 
Abraham, Parents - a8 ChUd#tn 
mht be cut off from Covenant inter- 
eff, witneſs Whmaet an# Efau, &c. 
whilſt yet Infants Covenant intereſt 
ferlt continued where the' Parents did 
not (o degenerate. And; ſeeing the In- 
fant Seed of nt teas remained in Co- 
Venant in Goſpel times, till their pa- 
rents were broken off, and peciely 
the $eed of believing Jews; bence the 
Infant Seed of beljeving Gentiles are 
the Seed of Abraham; for there 1x 

A 4 no 


, 
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, To the Reader . 
zo difference between Fews and Gen: 
tiles in Goſpel times. 

So that Abrahams Covenant being 
ſtill in force, wnleſs any can prove 4 
repeal 4 it, as to that part which con- 
cerneth Infants they ſay nothing con- 
vincing, and Jnfants muſh be in it 

_ Wk | 
# And obſerve, this jor! to be the 
ſpecial reaſon, why there i no expye(s 
particular command in the new Teſta» 
ment FE the Baptizing of Infants, as 
of Believers , 4B there was ng 
need of 4 new grant of what they had 

4 right to ever Fara the days of Abra- 
ham, the ſign being entailed to the Co- 
venant wary 
The work therefore was,to command 
the Parents jo Repent and Believe on 
the Meſſiah already come, as the way 
go confinue their own intereſt in the 
Covenant , upon which their Infant 
Seed had their Covenant Intereſt con- 
tinued alſo, and conſequently their 
right to Baptiſm the firſt Sign of p ; 
| ny 6k or 


To the Reader. 
for Baptiſm is not barely by vertue of 8 
Command, but muth relation to the Co- 
venant 45 4 ſign thereof. And. tet it 
be obſerved, f Circumciſion had ftill 
continued as the token of the Covenant 
end Infants to paſs under it, yet the 
Meſſhah eing come, the Preaching 
muſs. have been (Repent and Believe 
' end be Circumciſed) as now it is (Re- 
pent and Believe and be Pepred 3) yet 
no Jews would rationally have unaer- 
ſtood that jn Goſpel times, their In- 
fants had been excluded from Circum- 
ciſion, without 6 Repeal of their Au» 
tignt Covenant priviledge, which we 
find not with Pf ads to Baptiſm. 
_ Thetwo principal Objettionsof thoſe 
called Baptiſts are, the one the want of 
« Divine Command expreſly for Infant 
Baptiſm, which 1 have here enerva- 
ted ; the other is concernipg the two 
Seeds of Abraham, his naturat or 
fleſhly Seed; and his Spiritual Seed, of 
which ſee in the Diſcourſe it ſelf, It 
is the degenerate, aduls natural Seed 


To the Reader. 
of Abraham, or others claiming 1n- 
zereſt even in ſpecial bleſſings by fb 
deſcent, that us the Carnal Seed reje- 
Fed', but that it is the Infant Seed is 
wholly without proof. tndeed if all the 
Infant Seed hid been excluded,1 doubt 
not but it would have been upon record, 
as an Objeition apd Stumbling block 
inthe wy of the captions Fews againſt 
Chriſt, and the diſpenſation of the Go- 
ſpet, that the Covenant with Abra- 
2x6 was violated as well as the Law 
of Moſes... | 
weigh all in the ballance of the Sax- 
Furry without prej wdice, and the Lord 
give one heajt and one way, and give 
thee underſtanding in all things, So 
prageth be mbo is. ..' bu 
ET Thine in Goſpet | 
| bonds, 3. ® , 
March. 29. 
' 1687. 


or 


Infant Baptiſm. 


YT is a matter of great Impor- 
tance rightly to determin, who 
arethe Subjects and what is the form 
of Goſpel Baptiſn, to prevent exror 
1n that admyn » and the lg- 
mentable Church-dividing Conſe- 
quences thereof. ; 
It is the Covenant intereſs and Ba- 
priſm of the I»fant Seed only of Yif- 
Beljaveys that I plead for, and 
there are ſuch vaſt numbers (even 
Milliogs), of theſe,. that if Men yn- 
duly exclude and raſe out, the 
names of ſo many out of that peat 
have 
4 


Charter of Heayen, they will 


ere er on 
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2 Infant Baptiſmof 
a dreadful account to give thereof 
to God. _ 

- Thoſe who deny Infant Baptiſm 
often call upon us to give exprels 
Scripture for it, ang ſpeak ſlightly 
of Conſequences. 

But let. them know that Scripture 
Conſequences (ze. naturally dedu- 
ced) are valid arguments y for Jeſus 
Chriſt proyeth an Article of Faith 

v1%. the reſurreQion Mar. 22: v.31, 
32. from Ex. 3.9.6, where is no ex- 
preſs word of it, and ſo the proof is 
only by conſequence: See others. 
Foh, 7, 38. Foh. 5.,46:'47. Luk, 24; 
44, 45,46. Af. 10.43. and 28,v.23, 
it would deſtroy almoſt all preach: 
ing to deny Conſequences. Belfdes, 
what expreſs Scripture have "they 
for admitting Womea to the Lords 
Supper? as to 1. Cor, 11, 28. if 
«&12y<70- may rarely be extended' to 
the female yet i=» himſelf J 11 

mits jt to the male,” So what'ess 
preſs Scripture have they for Bap- 

tizing 


Chriſt's Appointment, 3. 
tizing again thoſe who were Bapti- 
zed as with us 10 Infancy # Tcon- 
clude, things' may . be forbidden b 

good conſequence 3 but. to thole 


£ 
. 


who are otherwiſe minded for ever 


to ſilence this weak Objection, I 
add, That there is nothing againſt 
Infant Baptiſm , but by. confe- 


> wane and that not good. - If the. 


ommand to Baptize Profeſſed Be- 
lievers did forbid to the Baptizing 
of Infants (as it doth not) yet it 


were only by conſequence, argue 


thus, p PO 17 
There is no expreſs Sctipture a- 
oainſt Infant | Baptiſm, . if there' 
were, the Controverly were pre- 
ſently at an end. Po wag 


Therefore Infants may be Bapti- : 


zed, for where there is no Law, there 
# no Tranſgreſſion, ROM: 4..15« | 
Undeniably. then, either Scrip- 


ture Conſequences. nuaſt be owned, 


or elſe Infants may lawfully be Bap- 


tized, for there is no exprels 


_ Scrip- 


s Infant Baptifns of 
Scripture or Law apxinft it; 
t. The Proof of Infant Baptiſm; 
ofition, That MMfent Baptiſm it 
an Appointment of Chriff, Or, 

at it is the will bf Chriſt that 
ſome Infants ſhould be Baptived. 

Argument 1. Some. Infants are 
Diſtipled ſo as to have the Nam? of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit apo 
thens. 

Therefore by the will of Chrift they 
ave to be Baptized. 

For that is the Commiſſion; 2727: 
28. 19. . tarnours Diſtiple yt all 
Natirns, Baptizing them —— 

All then who ate diſcipfed by the 
Will of Chriſt; are to be Baptized 3 


- and they are Diſciples, not only 


who actually learn,. but whoare in 
the School of Chrift his Church in 
order. to their future Learning *? 
Saul made havock of the Churth,. Act. 
$. 3- Which is expreſſed, 47: 9. 1. 
by the Diſciples of the Lord. So 
then, to be a' Church-member, 15 

ney 


The Yoke of Circumciſion was laid 


ples. 
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Elſe mere your Children Unclean, but 
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tobe a Dilbiple,, Thus AG. 15.20, 


upon the Diſciples, 3 Deftrinely im- 
poſed upon the, Parents 3 but Pre 
Fically upon | the Infant Seed ' ar 
cight days old; for fo was the In- 
ſtitution, Ger, I7. vV. IO, I2, I3. 
And {6 they are Diſciples, See ab 
ſo. 44. 21. 4,5. where Children 
ſeem to be numbred among Diſtt 


= 


And as to [ the Name } of the 
Trinity, that of being [. Holy ] is 
attributed often to Father, Son, and 
Spirit, Zev.19. 2. and/20., 7. 18.1. 
15, Heb. 7. 26. Ephi 1.v. 13, and-4. 
30, 1 Theſs. 4. 8, Aptit is given al- 
ſo to the Church and its Members, 
Exod, 19, 6, Det. 7.6, and 14, 0.4. 
21. and 26.19. and 28.v, 9, Rom;1iis 
IG. 1 Pet, 2.9, 

And this very Name of the Lord 
[ Holy] he hath impoſed upon the 
Children of Behevers,. 1 Cor. 7» 14. 


now 


— On 1 rs res an en 


»" Infant Baptiſmof') 
now are they Holy; 1, e. Holy by a Se: 
paration unto God and his Service; 
which'often in Scripture denomina- 
teth Perſons, or Things Holy, as the 
Church ——— and it cannot: be 
meant of Legitimation ; for if both 
the -Parents were Unbelievers, yer 
the: Children might not be Illegitt- 
mate; For Marriage is honourable in 
all;*Heb. 13.4; Nor is it meant of 
being only SanQified to uſe , for 
there'is a vaſt difference between be-. 
ing Santified to, and being Holy, as 
Mr. Co#toz ſaith, 'Afictions, Temp- 
tatiors,.yea, Sin it ſelf, is SanQified 
-co\Believers: - And yet none will-fay 
that Sin — is Holy. L.” 
Therefore it "muſt be meant of 
Relative Federal Holineſs; and fo 
that Name of God is upon the Chit- 
dren of Believers, and confequeatly, 
they are to be Baptized. $90 
Arg. 2. if ſome Infants be viſibly 
or externally. in the Govenant which | 
God "made with Abraham, then by }[- 
£40 the 


Chriſt's Appointment, T” 
the will of "Chriſt they are to be \Bap-" 
tized,' OI 451 ogg 
But ſome Infants are viſibly or ex- 
ternally in the Covenant which God 


wade with Abraham; 


Therefore by the will of Chriſt they 
are to be Baptized, Dif ery. 

The Conſequence || that thoſe 
who are ſo in Abraham's Covenant 
are to be Baptized ]-I prove : For, 

1, All the Seed of Abraham in 
their Generations, are expreſsly Com- 
manded to keep the Covenant, by: ap« 
plying the Token of it, iwhich is ' Bap- 
tiſm ;" Gen. 17. 9. Thos ſhalt keep 
my Covenant therefore,' thou and thy 
Seed after thee in their Generations. 

Solong then as Abrahem hath a 
Seed ( which undeniably he hath 
in Goſpel Times) even in all their 
Generations here 1s a ſtanding Com- 
mand to keep the Covenant. 

And how keep it ©: v. 10, 11. 
This is my Covenant —— And 


| mentioning Circumciſion, he ſaith, 


I B [ 1t 


\ 


| Infant Boptiſm of 
It (ball be a: Token of the Covenant 
eftween me __ . & ow the 
keeping it is by.appiying the Toke 
of.it. But he-varieth the Phraſe, 


-as Mr. whiſton excellently obſerverh, 


an-lntimation that he purpoſed a 
change in the Token of the Cove- 
nant. It is not:ſaid, That the keep- 
ing of it in all their Generations, 
ſhould be by Circumciſion as the 
Token of it, | 

- The Covenaat in Goſpel Times 


_ cannot be __— Circumciſion, far 


thar is abrogated, and ceaſeth-to be 
a Token of ir;;\and therefore it muſt 
be kept by Baptiſm, which now is 
the Sign or Token of it, that being 
For the Remiſſion of Sins, At. 2.38, 


| 39. which is a great Bleſſing of the 


Covenant, Heb.10.v, 16,17. This 
then is a full Command to Baptize 
all in Covenant now, for the keep- 


ing it, as it did command' of old to 


Circumciſe them when that was 


- the Token of the Covenant. ' The 


alteration 


Chriff's Appointevent. 9 
alteration -of the Sign is no hin- 
drance at all , as the Second Com< 
mandment of Old did G__ Cir- 
ceumcifion, Sacrifices, and Paſſover, 
and now theſe 'are abrogated, ' it 
doth ogy require the obſervin 
Goſpel Inſtitutions, as Baptiſm, an 
the Lord*s Supper, and is kept there- 
by : And the Fourth Command- 
ment required the Obſervation of 
the Seventh Day as a Sabbath, yet 
now is kept, by obſerving, the Firſt 
Day of the 'Week as a 'Sabbath. 
So the Command of keeping the 
Covenant, was obſerved of old by 
Circumcifion, but is now by Bap- 
tiſm, ſince that is become the To- 
ken of it, and cannot be obeyed 
otherwiſe, 

2. Baptiſm is the firſt Sign of the 
Covenant, and mo Scripture Warrant 


* found to delay the applying of 'it to 


Perſons wviſtbly in the Covenant ? 
Some call it at! Initiatory Sign 
which is fo far true, as that fpeedt- 

B 2 ly 
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ly after coming under the Covenant 
itis to be ſubmitted to,and is urged 
early. 44,2.38. and practiſed. v.41, 
AGF. 13. 24+ AF. 22, 16. ſuch then 
who are federatiare to be ſignart. 
Aat. 28. 19. - 
Yea Baptiſm followeth a_ being 
Externally and Viſibly in Covenant, 
as in Simon Magus, Att.8.13, Simon 
himſelf believed, and when he was 
Baptized, yet he was not internally 
and ſavingly in the Covenant, for 
he was in the gall of bitterneſs till 
V, 21. 22,23, Wanted faith and re- 
pentance, his heart was not right. 
And let this ever be remembred, 
that ſome are internally, inviſibly,and. 
ſavinely in that Covenant, lo as to 
partake of ſpecial grace bleſſings, 
and priviledges, as Juſtification, A- 
doption,. Sanctification &c. Romd. 
V. 2, 3, 13,16,17. Gal.3,v.16,17,18, 
26,29. and theſe ſhall never totally 
and finally fall away, Fer. 32,40,41. 
Foh.10.28. Rom,11,2,7. ' 
Others 
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Others. are Ex#ernally and Yiſibly 
1n that Covenant, and many of had 
are branches 1n Chriſt, that may be 
raken away, calt forth and burgt, 
Foh. 15. v. 2,6. may be broken off. 
Rom. 11, 9..17,.20. thus the Jews for 
politive unbelief were .broken off, 
whichthaſe who are internally in it. 
cannot be. 

And hence though the Children 
of-{ome Godly, Parents may  * 
rate and prove. wicked, yet this is 
no_ more agua their former. viſible 
COn5Nant! ber and Baptiſm,thefi 
the {a "Teg felled Believers,who 
may COEIE allo as Simon Ma- 
2s did, who before was duly Bapti- 
zed, only upon a Viſible Exterhal 
argrgſt inthe Covenant, 

. 3-There « 4 Connexion betweenthe 
Covenant and Baptiſm. A 338, 39. 
whence I argue thus, 00 

Thoſe to whom the Promiſe # niade 
are Commanded to be Ba Pere. [2 
Baptized for the Pa ei to yon. ] - 
* But 


Iz p infant Baptiſm of 


But the Promiſe us to Repenters and 
their Seed. | Kt 

"Therefore Repenters and their Seed 
are commanded to be Baptized, 

All tharhave che Promiſe to ther 
are to be Baptized, ſecing the [for 
doth intimate that toberthe ; 
motive and inducement 'to the ap- 
plying Baptiſm, that the promiſe 15 

And” undeniably *they' are the 
Fews, which he ſpeaketh' tov. 36. 
Let all the houſe of Iſrael know=—— 
them he commandeth to repent and 
be Baptized. v.38. and addeth [fr 
the pramiſe is to you and your Ehilaren)] 
So then,in Goſpel times there is a 
promiſe which the, 'Fews and their 
Seed had a joynt Tatereſt in, (before 
their rejetion) which was ſufficient 
co entitle ' them to Baptiſm, All 
repenters.and believers are noted by 

369] but here are two, not only 
yaw] but alſo [ your Children) with- 
1n. the promiſe, it 1s ſtill double as 
it 


Chriff's Appointment. t73, 
it was of old, to 4braham and his 
Sced. Gen. 17: and it rended preatly 
co their Comfotr, thar fuck I a Þro- 
miſe of anrient date was ſtillrorhem 
and their Seed, although they had 
Crucitied and Slain oh Chriſt;the 
Lord of Life ; yea, if for thepretent 
they wary ite earns - Coe 
nant, yet-it might be a great ſy 

in cher py l 5 rigs 
hopeful that the might 

ſpecial internal b of i ie” = Fe 
miffion, of fi n— ſeeing an exter- 
nal Intereſt is 2 great advadtage that 
way, FRu0g that theit condirioh 
Was not yet hopeleſs. 

And this prontife extending. "a 
the Jews and their Seed,” muſt alſy 
reach to rhe Seed of believing Gen- 
riles, elſe rhe Fews ſhould have more 
priviledgethen they, whereas there 


'8 no difterence in Goſpel times. | © 


And thoſe words [as many as the 
Lord our God (hall call] are nots H- 
mitation of the former part of the 
B 4 verſe, 


14 


Infant Baptiſm of - 
verſe, but of the words immediatl 
foregoing[and to all that are afar off} 
if that be meant of the Genres, as 
4 2.13.17, then it telleth us, that 
the promiſe is not to all Gentiles y- 
niverſally and -without exception, 
but only to ſuch of them as ſhall be 
called or believe, and their Seed, 
elſe they were leſs priviledged then 
the Fews, i Lage 

_ Or ifas ſome think it referreth to 
the Jews, becauſe the calling of the 
Gentiles, was as yet a great myſtery 
unto Petey, A.10. and might have 
been a ftumbling block: to theſe 
Jews, then theſe Fafar off] muſt be 
the poſterity of the Jews to ſucceed 
in ages to come, who were then a- 
far off in time, and if fo, then by 
[Children] muſt be underſtood not 
the poſterity of the Fews which-was 
to come after, -but their preſent 
Children eyen Infants, to then be- 
longeth this promiſe. * ' 

And this Promiſe is not to them 
' only 
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only in the tender or offer of it, for 
that may extend to all afar off, this 
is limited to thoſe of them which 
the Lord ſball call; This Promiſe is 
not abſolutely abſolute, it is ſo far 
conditional as to individuals of the 
Seed, as all the Children of Believ- 
ers may not, and ſuch as reje the 
Covenant ſhall nat be ſayed; but it 
is abſolute as to the Species, as'they 
arein a Coyenant-ſtate with Gad,as 
the Seed of others uncalled are not, 
and. are under a greater probability 
of obtaining ſpiritual bleſſings as re- 
miſſion of 11n and eternal Salvation, 
have. higher advantages that way, 
than the Seed of thoſe. who are out 
of Coyenant, It is mentioned as a 
oreat priviledge, that. the promiſe 
is to them and their Children, it is 
then. ta oppoſe God for any Man to 
ſay, he doth not make the promiſe 
any otherwiſe to them and their 
Children, then he doth to all others 
in the World, and eſpecially ſecing 
| Bap- 


16 Infant Baptiſm of 
| Baptiſm is here entailed to it. 
| I now ſhall prove [That ſome 1n- 
| fants are viſivly or externally in the 
| Covenant, which God made with A- 
braham, ] For 
Some Infants for many handrtds of 
[ years in all Old Teſtament times, were 
118 fo in that Covenant made with Abra- 
ham, nd God hath never repealed it 
| or cat them off. PE | 
[þ Therefore they are is it os That 
FIK they were in it is undenyable, for ar 
| the Eighth day they were to be Cir- 
cumcifed elſe the Lord faith 7hey hate 
broken his Covenant. Gen.17.v,14.1t 
could not have beea broken by neg- ; 
| WL lefting that token of it, if they had 
Wh th not been in it. . It is. impoſſible ro, 
[8 break that Coycnant thar they are 
| nat 10, Eh. 
115! And let any: prove, that God hath 
il repealed it, or cut Infants out of it in 
lM Goſpel times, if they can. 
if | Toevade this hes tell us,that. the 
| Infants of believing Gentiles are not 


the Seed of Abraham, [ 


| at Eight days old, mot o 
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I ſhall Prove, 

- Poſit. This the 1nfont Seed even 
of believing Gemtiles, ave afibly and 
externally in the Covenant which Ged 
made with Abraham. For 

x. The Infant' Seed of believi 
Gentiles inthe days of the Old Teſte. 
ment, were ſo ini that Covenant with 
Abraham , «nd therefore they are in it 
ſtill; unle F, God hath repealedir. 

The Scripture witneffeth that the 
Gentiles have greater priviledge in 
Goſpel times, on they had before 
Iſaiq.2.6. Atts TO.4 5. Rom T1,11,12. 
G«.3.14. and who dare ſay that it is 


diminiſhed © Jet them prove it. 


Its clear, that not only the natu- 
ral —_ Seed of 4braham,but thoſe 
born in his houſe, and bought with 
his money (which were Gentiles) 
were to be circumciſed,even Infants 
" bis Seed, 
is$an 


this 1 
everlaſting' Covenant, and if they 
were not circumciſed the Covenant 


Gen. 17.VI2,13,14. 2 


with 


18: Infant Baptiſm of ' 
with 46raham was broken, v.14,and 
therefore thoſe Sons of ſtrangers 
Gentiles, were within:the Covenant. 
made-with '4brahe7,how elſe could 
they be under circumciſion, the to-. 
ken of it and ſo, as it was violated if 
it were _—_— Yet theſe Gentiles. 
had no'right tothe Land of Canes, 
which argueth, that Abrahams Co-. 
venant was not meerly for the Land 
of Canaan,or meerly typical as ſome 
would have it,nor only for Abrahams 
fleſhly Seed; but extended to ſome 
Gentiles; Indeed the; Church. was 
then Domeſtical in Abrahems family, 
he would have none there but ſuch 
as owned the true Religion,, ſuch 
only were -to. be jn;his- houſe, and, 
bought with his money, as were 
then Church members, for he com- 
manded: not only his Children but 
his Houſhold after him,Gen.18,m.19. 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lora, 
And afterward ſuch of. the Stran- 
gers Genti/es,who became Proleltes 
an 


| Chriſt's Appointment, 19 
and owned the Jewiſh religion were 
to be circumciſed, Ex. 12. v.44, 48. 
49. when a ſtranger ſhall ſojourn with 
thee, and will keep the paſſover to the 
Lord,let all his males be circumciſed--- 
one Law ſhall be to him that us home- 
born and untothe ſtranger.  Sothen, 
upon a profeſſion of faith or true re- 
ligion, ſtrangers Gext:les were in the 
Covenant with Abrahamin that day 
and came under the token of it,Cir- 
cumcifion and their Infant ſeed, as 
well as upona profeſſion of the faith 
of the Goſpel, any are owned in Co- 
venant now,&their Infant ſeed muſt 
be in it with them, unleſs any can 


| ſhew a repeal, or that they are leſs 


priviledged thenthey were, And me- 
thiaks we have the contrary. 4, 2. 
39.the promiſe 1s[#0 you & your Chil- 
aren}j.e.to the Jews, fo as many 45 
the Lord our God ſhall calf] i.e. of the 
Gentiles anſwerable to the Proſelites 
of old, fo 1ſa. 56.v.5,6. 

2. The Bleſſings of Abraham in 


Goſpel 


'thereby all rhe time of the Old 


titude, and as amply as of Old: And 


. 


20 Infant Baptiſm of 
Goſpel Times are come upon the Gen- 
tiles by Faith, Gal. 3. 14. 

Therefore the Infant Serd of the 
Geatiles are, 77 paper Times, inthe 
Covenant which Goa made with Abra- 


ham. 


For Abraham had no other to com- 
municate but Covenant Bleſſings, and 
not the Land of Can4an, for that is 
not given to the Gezxtiles ; and 
therefore the Bleffings are, Gey. 17. 
7, $. — 1will ——-be a God to thee, 
and to thy Seed after thee in their Ge- 
perations. And this for many Ge- 
nerations did extend to Parents and 
their Infant Seed, v. 9, 10, 11. — 
So as they paſſed under Token of 
the Covenant, and were intended 


Teſtament. C 

He ſpeaketh indefinitely and. in 
general of the zleſſings of Abraham, 
not a parcel of them, bur in the La- 


therefore by Faith God is vs 
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God to the Gentiles, and to their 1»- 


fant Seed , unleſs any can provethat 


God hath repealed that part of the 
Covenant which concerns the In 
fant Seed in Goſpel Times. | 

3. The Infant Seed of the Jews 
were in the Covenant made with 
Abraham in Goſpel Times, after the 
Death of Chriſt, after all Legal Obſer- 
vations were aboliſhed, 

Therefore the Infant Seed of Be- 
lieving Gentiles are in the Covenant 
made with Abraham i» Goſpel Times. 
\ For there is no difference be- 

ween Fews and Gentiles ia Goſpel 

imes. Rom. 10. 12, For there is 
no difference between the Jew and the © 
Greek ( z, e. the Gentile) for the ſame 
Loxd aver all, is Rich unte all that call 
upon him, SO Rom. 3,22. Aft, 15s 
9. Putting no difference, Gal. 3,9, 
The Fews and Gentiles then are 
equal in reſpe&t of Goſpel Privi+ 
ledge 3 yea, there is no difference in 
reſpect of External Priviledge and 
Co- 
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22 Infant Baptiſm of 
Covenant Intreft,” for the Partition 
Wall is broken down that was be- 
tween us, and both made one, Eph.a. 
14. And the ſame olive Tree which 
the Fews are broken off from, thar 
the Gentiles are grafted into, Roms. 
II. V. 17, 19,23, 24. So' that 'the 
Fews are not Priviledges above the 
Gentiles, es | 
Now that the Infant ſeed of the 
Femws were in the Covenant made 


_ with Abraham "in Goſpel Times, 


I prove... & 
1, From AF. 3.25. Te arethe 
Cbildren of the Prophets, and of the 
Covenants which God made with our 
Fathers, ſaying. unto Abraham, and 
in thy ſeed ſhall all the Kindreas of the 
Earth be bleſſed. This was after the 
Death and RefurreQion of | Jeſus 
Chriſt, after the abrogation of all 
Legal Sacrifices and Ceremonial 
Obſervations 3 yet ſtill theſe Fews 
were within the Covenant made 
with 4brahim, Children of it ; yea, 
be- 


ll 
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before their repeatance,for he ſaith, 
v;19. repent therefore 6. and their 
being ſtillia.Covenant is uſed as an 
argument-to 4, they were not.yet 
caſt out of that Covenant, and that 
included not; only. the Pareats bur 
the {nfant.ſeed, as | have proved al- 
ready, ſo A#.2.38,39«- 

2, The, Jews and their Infant ſeed 
were in the; Covenant made with A- 
braham,chedey before the Goſpel came 
fo them, -therefore'they were in it in 
Goſpel times after, unleſs God repeal- 
ed it or caſt them out,which let any 


_ prove who can. 


:Iruni upto the Primitive times, 
to determine this queſtian thus. I 
the Apoſtles days immegiatly before 
their Preaching the Fews and their 
Infant Seed, were uaqueftionably ia - 
the Covenant made with Abraham, 
and under the token 'of it Circum- 
cilion;theretore the Infant ſced were 
in that-Covenant after; or. elſe un- 
deniably the Ong Clwiſt,.: hs 


the 
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be believing” on be 
in Tet was'exctedingly: ro 
their damage, injury, anddifadvan- 


tage, 'For this is to We that the day 


-or moment before a Few:did believe 


and was Baptized, his'Infant'ſoed 
were in Covenant with: God, lie 
day or moment after-the Infant ſeed 
was out” of thar” Covenant, - Dare 
any ſay that to be out-of Covenant 
with” God, *or to beicaſt out is ho 
damage, no diſadvantage ? is t not 
mentioned as'a myftery,to be ſira- 
gers tothe Covenants of promile, 
heſ. 2.12 7 it is the tmiſery of the 
7. ws, to be broken off from being 
externally inCovenaar,' and a mer- 
- to the' Gentiles to be graffed into 
Olive, Rome 11, V119,19,22,24-16 
promoting a partikingofche farnck 
of the Olwe. - 
Wit wasa  priviedge tobe in that 
QGovenant, then ir muſtneeds'be a 
Joſs and' Gord e to be our of it. 


rk ion was, Rom, 3. 1. 
Wy what 


— — —  — 
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what advantage they hath the Jewt'or 
what profit” it thett of Civ tapifion'? 
God by the, Apoſtle anfwererh, ©. 2; 
mth *bery way-—18 in not then 
great boldneſs for 'ahy Man'to cont- 
rradict God, and'ſay,'it is'a mercy fa 
ther than a miſery ro be'broken off 
front? If any'abufe the Covenant 
made with Abyehzm7, and'Circunt: 
cifion ro the denying; that Chriſt's 
comme, and ro the lecking Juſtifies 
tion by their 'own! rave” or kao 
oufneſs, on ſuch 4 falle 1egat'gro 
as Chriſt profiteth-nothing, PAS 
as. they oblige themiſtt &' or are 
bound to Lek rhe whible Law; aid 
hinder their King) uſtitied'; whatis 
all this ro the' proving'thark it is'ri0 
damage.or diſadvatitage for any'to 
be caſt out of the Covenant witht 4- 
braham, even as tq external Intereſt” 
in it © 

If after the Tews ilieviog and 
Leing Baptized,their Tofant ſeed re- 
ie] in that Covenant;then _ 
WY &- 


—__o 


26, AJTnfant Baptiſm of 
ſequently the Infant ſeed of beliey- 
ing Gentiles are 1n it allo, for now 
there is.no difference, - . / 

4. The Seed of Abraham are the 
ſame for. ſpecies or kind in all genera- 
bitieving Gentiles are in the Covenant 
»ade with Abraham.lts true there is 
a..numerical difference, ; Abraham 
hath a greater number than he had 
for his ſeed in the Nations of the 
Gentiles, Mat. 28. 19.) Galat, 3.14. 
0 oe in Goſpel times; there are great 
alterations 1n the outward ſtate and 
condition of the Church, and in the 


outward adminiſtration of the Co-- 


venant, but as the Covenant it ſelf, 
ſo the ſeed in it are for ſubſtance the 
ſame in all ages of it. 

The Seed internally in that Co- 
venant, ſo as to obtain juſtification 
and Salvation, they were and are 
the ſame. He ſaith 7 Abraham 4»d 
his Seed were the promiſes made, even 
one ſeed 430 years before the ey 

an 


tians, and therefore the Infant ſeed of 


a> a a 
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and ſo the Covenant; cannot be dil- 
anulled. Ga/.3,v.15,16,17. the ſtreſs 
of the Apoſtlesargument islaid upon 


| the farneneſs'of the ſeed; -admit one ]. | 
of another kind and his proof would 


fail. Alſo as to external Intereſt in 
the Covenant the ſeed is for kind the 
ſame, Itis true, Abraham was fo fat 
priviledged as to have a promile; _ 
rhat of his natural ſeed concerning 
the fleſh,' Chriſt ſhould come, ' xo#7. - 
9.5. yet after Gez. 17.7. when per- 
ſons rejected the Covenant, tho 
they were of the fleſhly ſeed of "4+ 
braham, 'yet they were caſtqutand 
alſo ſome ſtrangers Gentiles: becom- 
ing Proſelites, and owning the'O&- 
venant with Abraham, though' nor 
of his fleſhly ſeed, yet were admitted 
to theexternal priviledges of his Co- 
venant.v.12,13.Ex.12,48, 49, and 
their Infant ſeed cane under rthe-ro- 
ken of it,, and ſo were Covenanrers. 
It any raſe out the Subjeas of any 
Covenant” (withour their forfeiting 
C 3 their 


28 i Infant Baptiſm of |, 
their priviledge) it is preſently null 


and'void, - --- at 

- If the Tofant- ſeed were rafed out 
of the Covenant with Abrehamywho 
undoubtedly -for many hundreds of 
years were Subjects of it, then the 
Covenant with Abr«ham were dila- 
nulled, which the Apoſtle ſaith it 
cannot be, Gal.3.17. but cometh upon 
the Gentiles. wv, 14. 1o. as they injoy 
what the Jews were broken off from 


' Rewe12,4417,19, and ſeeing the pro- 


mike of being a God to Abraham and 
his Seed, by Divine Warrant inten- 
ded the Infant Seed with the Pa- 
xents, if all the time from 4brohaw 
to the coming of Chriſt, hence that 
muſt be the meaning of it ſtill, if Je- 
ſus Chriſt hath: not repealed'it, and 
conſequently the Genti/es being now 
in that Covenant, the Infant feed of 
the believing Geatiles, muſt be viſi- 
bly and externally in the Covenant, 
'which God made with 4braham. 


-/'T omit othex.4 Arguments iofiſted 
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two Men. is trR6, 658, 1s to. be recerv- 


pon! ih 
apctes) AS to the alvag—oy 


pradtige of Infant Bapitiſon} bitale Dade 


whac fufin tat and ireude ſay, 
Cpride who flourithed about Anni = 
3506..07 255/40 his: Epiſtle ca Fidwr, 
2y ho; ique whetheri: Intants 

might be: Baptized before: the 8:k. 
day's| Cyprian, with $itty.fixBiſhops 
ina Councy unaoimoufly :declated 


to:#1iax,- that chey mighs be.Bapsy- 


zed before:the Eghebs y3;.vhich 
very queſtion preſuppolettithat ahe 
= es. of. - Infants: wasthemw'a 
g; granted, and. ungueſtiddable 
A * particular: day:dbubted-.of 
by {ome. Newther:may.any cdnclude 
Cypridns teſtimony to be: 1puriqus 
Fi he:is.cited and approved nor 
wr Jas #/b, but: by Hicrove.Coutr. 
Pelag, FL, 3. and Chriſt ſaith;c:our: of 


the Law, 7ob.$.17.the teſtimony of 


ed 2s truey LENS TOC.# 2013 34(i [1 : 
- Naitherdoth the.unſdnodad/s.of 
C 4 Cyprians 


'36 . - infant Baptiſm of 


venant Intereſt and Baptiſmanſwered. 


made. with 46r4haw was of grace, 


Cyprians judgment about Baptiſm o- 
therways invalidate this ; tor I do 
not alledge him to make his opinion 
an Argument: for \Iafant: Baptiſm , 
but only to prove matter of. fact, 
that it was then a common practice 
in the Church, whenthey might as 
ealily know what was practiſed in 
the Apoſtles days, as we may know 
what was a Cuſtom a roo ora 150 
years ago. And ſeeing the doubt of 
Fidus was grounded on the antient 
Law of Circumciſion on the Eighth 
day z hence the Antients then made 
the Covenaat with 46rabam,an Ar- 
= for Infant Baptiſm, and alſo 
thought Baptiſm came in the room 
and ons of Circumciſion, It can- 
not be denyed that Origen Auguſtin, 
Theodoret'and others were for Infant 
Baptiſm. ; | 

'$;'2 ObjettHions againſt Infants Co | © 


That the Covenant which 


and 


ns Ga &@ © 
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and inthe Subſtance of itcontinuing 
in Golpel times 3s evident 5; forthe 
Apoſtle eſtabliſheth : Juſtification e- 
ven of the Gentiles, the Remens by 
faith in a way of grace,by the exam- 
ple of Abraham, Rom: 4.1 ,2,3,4,154 
12,16,17. and by bis being the Father 
of many Nations ; now if the Cove- 
nant with Abrehem had been expi- 
red, his arguments had been cafily 


evaded ; by ſaying, that Abraham 


was juſtified 1n one way; we inano- 
ther, and that Abrahams Covenant 
was at an end ; its true ſome appen- 
dixes relating /to its adminiſtration _ 
as Circumcifion— are aboliſhed, bur 
the Apoſtle from the date of it 430 
years before the Law, concludeth 
peremptorily, that it cannot be diſa- 
nulled, Gal. 3, 16,17. and:carefully 
obſerve that when the Scripture 


 ſpeaketh of «n o/d Covenent, which 


is diſanulled, it always is the Lew at 
mount Sinai. Jer.31.v.32, Heb.8.v,9. ' 
it never ſaith, that the Covenant made 

- with 


Ke =_ * _ en 
———_ m————_————— - . 
— > 9 TS 0 Sg 4 


Js Infant Baptiſmief 
#/rh Abraham aboliſhed, but the 


oonrraty,” declaring-rhat the Law | 


coming 430 years afrer could-nox 
diſanullic; Allo in Goſpel times,they 
are faid to' be Cbildrer of /the Cover 
want; AQty3. 25:Andhence all thoſe 
notions," that the. Covenant made 
with 4breham; was a'Covenant of 
works, a 


poral one, or mit 
his wie whe pr having but tempo+ 
ral promiſes by it in _ land'of Cas 


naar, or typical Covenant, Lay 
the(e,as not true,vaniſh and come to 
nothing. Andiit is very confiderable 
that in that Covenant with 4bras 
bem,the Lord promiſeth zo be x God to 
bin and bi "wy after him,Gen.17.7; 
and then a Second time, with that 
al promiſe of the Land of Ca+ 


| 
»44n "to his Seed, he twiſteth this,.; 
$. and Iwillbe their God. So that vi; 
ſibly he is a God to the lame Seed, 


which he promiſeth the Land of Ca- 
#4i7 t00'z; and for him ro be. x God 
roany, is far-greaterthan any tem- 
poral good whatſoever, | 


Chriff s qppoianment. gy 
. Iſhall now confider what is obje- 
Red, to prove a repeal ofthe Infant 
ſeeds-Intereſt-in-the Covenant. with 
Abrahavs, and allo againſt their Ba- 
palms 1; 1{ 22 4 4 
, Ob, 1. Mat. 3» 9. Think not zo ſay 
withix your ſefues, we heove Abraham 
fo our Father. Joh, 8-33. we be Abra- 
hams'Seed, | | | 

None be the Children of Abraham, 


but thoſe that do the works of Abra- © 


ham. v. 39. if ye were Abrahams 
Children, 'ye would do the works of A» 
braham, 4nd ſo Infants are not the 
Seed of Abraham. ol 
A. 1, Theſe are ſevere reproofs to # 
degenerate adult ſeed, who truſted in 
their priviledge in having Abraham 
to their Father y but. ſpeak nothing of 
cutting off all Infants from a Govenant 
Intereſt which they formerly had. All 
this might be- ſaid to ſuch ag were 
wicked and reſted in birth priviled- 
ges, in any times of the Old Teſta- 
ment, when yer Infants were uv- 
doubtedly 


34 


doubtedly in theCovenaat,both be- 
fore and after 3 'and ſo it is nothing 
tothe purpoſe. Jer. 7. 4. Truſt ye nut 


in lying words ſaying, the Temple of 


the Lord are theſe. Yet all this may 
be faid to ſuch - perſons in Goſpel 
times, of whatever perſwaſion, -Ba- 
ptiſts, Congregational Men, -or any 
other, that own Infants in-Cove- 
nant; ' think-\not to ſay; you are 


Church membersorBaptized, whilſt 


you do not the works of Abraham, 
and yet we may own Infants Cove- 
nant intereſt, where the Parents are 
Believers. | 

2. It certain, thatwhen that was 
ſaid, Mat. 3.9. and Joh:'8.3 9. the Co- 
venant Intereſt of the Infand ſeed was 
not NES - wor they cut off from it ;; 
For this was ſome time before-the 
Death of Chriſt}, till which there 
was no abrogation or diſanulling of 
any legal obſervations, much leis of 
priviledge by Abraham, Eph.2\v.14. 


"15,16, Col. 2. 14, the Jews were noty /; 


bro| 


Infant Baptiſmof' 
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broken off till afterwards , and fo 


| Infants yet' were” of the ſeed *of 


Abt aham. 

'Ob: 2. None'bur rhuſe e that are 
Chriſt's viſibly, and that axe of the 
Faith, aye Abraha m's ſeed, Gal. 3. 
V. 16,36: 29. Jafunts then are not the 
ſeed of Abraham; 

An. 1. Here is not a ſyllable for. 2 
repeal of any priviledge, which In- 
fants of 'old undoubtedly ' had by the 
Covenant with A4brahewm, or as hs 
ſeed': here is nothing for cutti 
any that were of the ſeed, as In br 
once were, Gen. 17. Dent, 29.%. 10, 
co 14. rather he aſſerteth the ſame- 
neſs of the Covenant in reſped of 
its ſeed, and thar it could not be dif- 
aniilled; ſee Gal, 3.16, 17. and as 
God claimed 1ſratl as his, Extd, 4 
22, Lev, 20, 26, So if Infants be till 
in Coyenant, why may they not vi- 
fibly be Chriſt's © 

2. The Apoſtle here ſpeaketh of 4 
| [ced of Aldihath 4s fo Fuſtification 
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ard Life, and it is they which are of 
Faith, v. 8, 9, 10. ' And this not in 
oppalition: to,an Infant ſeed, but to. 


an adult ſced, which ſought Juftifi 
cation by works of the Law,as thoſe 
verſes. witneſs, and v. 24,-26, 29. 
And thus it was 1n' all; Ages. ſince 


Abraham, when Infants. were cer-' 


_rainly in Covenant ; oe then.the 


ſeed of Abraham, as to Jultification, 
werethey of the. Faith, and nat of 
Works, and only real Believers:are 
this ſeed, What is this agaiolt In- 
fants being a ſecd as to. Ordinances, 
as well as unſound Profeſſors * This 
is.confirmed- ta.be. the meaning. in 
the.next Chapter, . Gel. 4. v.24 to 


» the end, where they that were born 
from, Maunt:Sigaiyfrom the Law and 


Warks are ſaid to/be born after the 

Fleſh, they are, 1n the Apoſtles ſence 

the fleſbly ſeed, which- with Jhmae!, 

are to be caſt gut; and they-by Pro- 

miſe are thoſe of the Faith. 

, What'is all chis agataſt Infants 
| be- 
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wg Abrabani's:leed, as. of old'; 
and the leſs, becauſe they, are of the 

Faith,as their Cayenant Iatereſt fol- 

whom the Promiſe is: giyen'for the 

ſeed, as that Promiſe was directed 
to: Abraham, Gel: 17. 7. for himto 

a&t Faith upon the Lord in/it, for his 

feed as well as for himſelf , and 

other Behevers ate to do the like. 

. . Hence ſee the true meaning of 

Gal. 3.16; To Abraham and his ſeed 

were the Promiſes made; he ſaith wot 

wnto ſeeds, as of many, but 4s of one, 

and to thy ſeed, mhich i Chriſt, 2 1. 6. 

Always -4brabers had but one ſeed, 

Chriſ, and thoſe that are Chriſt's, 

and :are of the Faith as to Juſtificati- 

on; he never had two ſeeds for that 
end; in|the times of the Old Teſta- 
ment there was' but one ſeed, not 
two ſeeds, one by the Law, and ano- 
ther:by Promiſe, but only one in 

Chriſt by Promiſe : and that thi$4s 

the intendment, is evident, Rojas 

vt e 
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he addeth; v. 18; For if the Inhers- 


Fante be of the Law, it is no more. 
Promiſe; but God gave it ro Abraha! 


by Protmiſe.-': So thatthe{one ſeed 7 
excludeth only- a' pretended” feed, 
ification by the works 
<t by uch God never owned 


ſeeking Juſt 
of the La 
for: the' ſt ''N 

And'fo'it is not in the leaft men- 
tioned to exclude Infants,asa fleſhly 
ſeed, from an eccleſiaſtical ſeed; nor 
to repeal any priviledge or limit to 
cut\them-off from what they” had 


| before the coming of Chriſt, this is 


not inthe leaſt the meaning, for all 
the- time-wherein' Infants enjoyed 
ſuch priviledges, yer there-was b 

oneſeed in the Apoſtles ſence : and 
which further clearerh-ir; obſerve 
this, Gd. 3. 16,17: intendeth: that 
Promiſe to' Abraham, which. was 
430 years before the ' Law, which 
can be only that, Gen,' 12, 3, as atly 
may find by computing the. tinie, 
this was when Abraham was levert- 


ty 


_ 
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Virgins, Mat, 25-12. unſou 
ws D 


Chrif's Appointment»>— 39 
ty five years old, v. 4. and {o the 
pode Siſtake who. ive 
expounded, Gem, 1/7, 7,8. where In- 
fants Covenaat Intereſt is aflerted; - 
it is,no repeal, no reſtriction, or li- 
mitation thereof, no. cutting them 
off from any priviledges granted or 
confirmed to them there , for that 
was not four hundred. and thirty 
years: before the Law ;, but when 
Abrahams was ninety and one years 
old, v. 1, which was twenty four 
years leſs; _ ak. 26) Lo 
4. Some Infants are viſibly Chriſt's; 
4nd ſo are Abraham's ſeed: as Abra- 
ham had a natural fAleſbly ſeed, and a 
ſpiritual ſeed, conliſting only of, real 
Believers, -which are juſtified, and 
ſhall certainly be ſaved, gG2z/, 3. 8,9, 
It. Mark 16. 16. So allo Abrafram 
had, and hath an eccleſiaftical ſeed, 
he was, and is a Father of the yaſible 
Church, and all initare his feed jn 
this ſence, where axe many i: 
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go tnfuvt Baptiſm of 
feflers of Paith, which yet are duely 
1zed, as $500 Mays Was, AtF. 

$. 13. Such asniay be in-Cliriſt, and 
be taken away and raft forth, Foh.r5. 

2.6. and be broken off, KM. 11. 20. 
which notie of his ſpiritual ſed of 
teal believers can be, Eitlier then 
fuch Hypottites are the feed of 4- 
byahem or not. If they be, then he 
Hath a ſeed which are not his S$pirt- 
tual ſeed , If they be not, thenwe 
ma Baptize ſome who are not the 
ſeed of Abraham, and then why'not 
Infants? Neither need we call this 
a'third ſeed of Abrahem any mote 
thanof old,andeſpecially,ſeeing that 
Church confiſteth much of his Spi- 

ritual-ſced, as ſharers in higheſt pri- 

Mom, es in ſpecial and eternal bleſ- 
fngs, hongh it exfendeth to others 

ers in inferiour bleſſings; both 

irs his Red as 7macland J{aac were, 

though otic 'had higher © bleflitgs 

then the other, Ger. 17.20.21, 

. Bas undeniably many a” | 
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Foh, 15.2,6. Neither do ſotne Chi. 


were uti Gabe ſuch, an 
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of years eveii from ON aka, till the 
coming of Chriſt, a Trifant ſeed of 
+; ws atid Profelites were of Ab#x- 
hams Chutch-ſeed, and muſt be fo 
ftill unleſs ati cali they 4 tepe; 
and this will hardly be folind,ſe 


Jeſus Chtilt hath' tel, "ar 
uch is the Kingdotti of eg 


Mat.t9.14, Mark 10.13,1h. Lot 
15.And if Infarits be of the Chur 
thier ate they Chriſts, for that is by, 
Mat.16,18, Rom,16.16, 1 Cor:1 4.2 


racers of the Church forbia he 
beiis me fnbers of it, feng 


ogiurns are Seven nit ind i 

of its better pt, or what the; FT 

ought or hope fully wilt br 

ward, 8 it is hs Kih poet 

Yi Mat. 25, 1, 2. 6 Pike f Bal: 
rgins there, and t ofe are gold 
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42 Infant Baptiſm of 
And further conſider, the viſible 
Church was founded on the Cove- 
nant made with 4bra4ham, not only 
as conſiſting of Fews, but Gentiles in 
the Nations, Gen. 17.4,5. behold my 
Covenant it with thee,and thou ſhalt be 
4 Father of many Nations; and that 
Covenant extended to Infants,v. 1o; 
11,12,13.azd% ſtill continning,Rom. 
4.17,18,Gal.g.17, let any prove that 
Infants are cut out of it, elſe the 
are of his Eccleſiaſtical ſeed ſill, It is 
true,Ceremonial obſervations of ve- 
ry antient date, and Ordinances of 
of the Law are abrogated, Heb.g.and 
10.but the Covenant with Abraham 
is another thing, and from the date 
of it ſo long before the Law, the A- 
poſtle proveth cannot be difanulled 
by it, Gal. 3, 17. The ceafing of Cir- 
eumciſion doth no more aboliſh the 
Covenant with 4braham or Infants 
Tntereft therein, then the aboliſhing 
of Sacrifices, Paſſover, and other Ce- 
remonial obſervations doth null the 
bets Second 


\ 
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Second Commandment; which du- 
ring their continuance, commanded 
4 worſhipping God by them. | 
And alſo the Church before the 
Death of Chriſt, and after,are eſſen. 
tially the ſame, Eph. 2. 14, 15. ho 
hath made both one, and hath broken- 
down the middle wall of partition be-) 
tween 1s, having aboliſhed— the Law 
of. Commandments —'So then Jeſus 
Chriſt by his Death -did/ hot pull 
down one Church, and'ere4 ano- 
ther, but equalized 'Fews 'and Gen- 
e:les, made both one , that the Gen- 
tiles ſbould be ne heirs, and of the 

fame boay, Eph. 3. 6. Ordinances are 
altered in Worſhip, but. the Church 

is1n Eſſence the ſame. . | 

And once more, the fame Olive: 
tree, the Covenant with-4brahar, 
and-viftble Church, which-the, Fews 
were broken off from,” for-unbelief 
Roms, 11. 20. the ſame the' Gentiles 
were graffed into,v.r7. and the Fews 
{ball again be grafted into that, as in- 
» 2» 3h to 


44 Infant Baptiſm of ' 
to their own QOlive-tree,v.2 3,24-2n4 


there could be no fuch graffing into; 


the ſame; if the ſtock the Covenant 
or Chuxch were not the ſame. And 
hence Abreham. hath an Eccleſiafti- 
cal ſeed the viſthle Church(for there 
1s no breaking off from the iaviſible 
Church) aad Infants' being of old 
members of it, they are ſo ſtill (elſe it 


were not the fame!) and fo they are 


viſibly Chriſts and of Abrahams ſeed. 

5. Some Infants are viſibly of the 
faith, and ſo are Abrahams ſeed: Ida 
not ſay, that faith ſeminal and habi- 
tual or actual, is in all Infants Bapti- 
zed or others, for then either all of 
them muſt be ſaved, which they are 
not or elſe they might looſe' thax 
ſpecial faith 3 but they are viſibly in- 
tereſted in rhe Covenant or promile, 
which is the word of faith and may 
bear that name; and the Lord being 
viſibly their God, Ges: 17. 7. 8. they 


are ſo under the. promiſe of after 


faith and repentance,otherwiſe then 
others 


ot ina Yo. ana: o. _ 


Ohrift's Appointment. as 
others are. If they have not faith for 
| the praſent, ye vilihly they are un- 
der 2 promiſe of it, ig hopefulfar 
the f pon Shag he _ va" 

| foal ofz ut may feal adodrin of faith 
| even whers 4 principle ef it js yet 
wanting, 38d by they ate 
obliged to ſeek it. 126 
Alfo by the faith of che Parents, 
they may ba deemed of the fauh 
with them, as all Fews (Jafants and 
sl{) wore the Circumeition, for there 
are many promiſes given. for-the 
faith of ſych Parents ta; upon; 
which no unbelieving Parents; can 
claim for their ſeeds '85 thay be-ywill 
Circamcile the hears of their ted; 
Dew#, 39, 6. pour his- ſpirit on'them, 
4]. 44. 3. that the word thall not der 
part out of rheir mouth. fc $9 $1. 
ſee alſo Pl. A$S«F3+ &-£12.2, Pray. 1. 
31, the contrary of the ſeed of the 
wicked, 2f,37-28,but eſpecially that 
great and caPgrokenine promiſe is 
4 to 


- us SBC. 
—_— —— —  —— 
WT 


_— eras , n 


— 
CR recon 


—_ 
— 
4 —— 


— A I IE Ee CIEOr 


—— en. 
"8 o 
_ DR 


Re w—__ 
_— 


an TIS. ER IP. 
pe ogg — Cc ___ 
- o — ig cc 


Ne re gs 


a6 Infant Baptiſmof 
'£0 believers, that he will be the God 
of their ſeed, Gez. 17. 7,8. and theſe 
are-fſulfilled' abſolutely to the Colle- 
Rive body the Church, though not 

te every individual, but under limi- 
tation. And Parents by rejecting the 
Covenant and Unbelief,may forfeit 
this priviledge for their ſeed as well 
as for themſelves, as the Infant ſeed 
of the Fews were broken off by their 
Parents unbelief, Rom. 1 1, 20. Elſe 
it muſt be. ſaid that their ſeed re- 
mained in' Covenant after in Goſpel 
times; and if Pareats forfeit, there 
may not be an uninterrupted Suc- 

ceſlion of the Church in ſome of the 
poſterity of Believers,yet if the reje- 

Red ſeed do after perſonally believe, 
they obtain the promiſes for them- 
ſelves and ſeed again. A#.2.39. 

. i In ſhort, 4braham was equally a 
Father of the Fews (called the Cir- 
cumcifion) by faith, as he was and 1s 
4 Father of the Gezriles, the circum- 
ciſion by faith. Ron. 4. v. 10, 1 = 24 

POY there 


Chriſt's Appointment, 47 
there is no difference of his common 
fatherhood to both it is by faith, fo 
that the Jews were as much A4bra- 
hams (eed of faith, even when they 


were the circumciſion as the Gen- 


tiles are, and fo the Fews Infant feed, 
were Abrahams ſeed of faith, exter- 
nally when circumciſed of old, and 
as well then may the Infant ſeed of 
believing Gentil/es,be Abrahams ſeed 
of faith now; and the rather becauſe 


he received circumciſion, as « Seal of * 
the righteouſneſs of that faith, which 


he bad being wen yes v, T1. that 
he might be a father to believing Gen- 
tiles. '' And obſerve, that the Cove- 
nant was made with him, and he 
circumciſed as a vilibleBeliever,cir- 
cumeilion was a Seal of the righte- 
ouſneſs of faith; which is common 
toall Believers among Fewsand Gen- 
tiles, not peculiar to him, KK 

_ Alſo he received Circumcifion, 
not meerly by vertue of a command 


or inſtitution, -but as a token of the 
Co: 
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48  Infaut. Baptiſm of 
Caovenant.Gen.17.9,19,11,50 as the 
Covenant qquld not. be kept after 
circumciſion was Inftituted withaus 
it, V, 14» Whullt it continued 5 age 
without Baptiſm naw 3 token of the 
ſameCovenaat,and connected with 
the promiſe, 4&8. 3, 38, 39- in liks 
manner, and (9 Infants being in Cor: 
venant, -as Abrahams ſeed of faith, 
are to. he Bapuized. - 1 

Qbj. '3- There is ' wo kind of Ceve- 
nant holine(s in the neturadl (eed of Be- 
liguers, more thas i# the ſeed of Une 
believers vow under the Goſpel; for 
ng per{om is to he eecaunted comemen on. 
unileny by nature myre then others, 
aud [4+ no perjon ta be accounted clean 
or haly bynatare mare than others Att 
10.28. God i wo roſpecter of pf” 
Typical Ceremoniat holineſs is aboliſhed 
of the [ard as well as of Beaſts, Birds, 
Garments, Temple, &. | 

A. The Typical ceremonial holineſs 
aboliſhed, is net [aig to be by Natwre. 
AR.10.28. it was by the Law; ſuch " 
| O 
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of-Birds, Beaſts, Garments, Tomple, 
&9. and ang af end, nothing | 
now. unclean or holy in thes enkes 
but that is natbieg againſt the xela- 
of Ly ws gz 
before the Law, by the Coyenanu 
with 4br<ham_yilibly baving God 
their God, and being his 
Gen. 17. 7;8, otherwile then other 
People, being ſeparated to the Ser- 
viceof God,and not afar off butnigh 
to him. £266,16. Big. Ephn243414519, 
and this is not meerly by natare,bue 
asin- the foxce of Gods Covenant, 
Galah, 2, I3y | 
As to AF, 10. 28. It declares that 
no-perſon is common or wnelean [0 25 
to. bar him from. the Preaching of 
the Goſpel ; the Gemtiles are as clean 
and holy now as the Fews inthatre- 
ſpet3 Peter might gon to Coryelhs 
4, no difference of Nation or aut- 
ward ſtate,or condition to hinder it 
(Col, 2, 11.) alt on equal terms, and 
alike ; the means of grace op nn 


US 
In 
—_ 
——_—— co _—9——_—_— — — 5 
CIESRG -_ MX 
may n—_—_ a... ET 


DTT 
— 


oy 
= gy 
4 —_ -_ 
ARC" hk k _ 
us I emi 
DS cx ONS: 


ID, 


a Hon re Pg 


A > "BT 1/26 


7 couſnels 


50. Infant Baptiſm of 
extended to the Gentiles ,) the offer 

is larget-then it- was 3 -not- ſtraiter- 
here'ts no excluding or caſting out of 
Infahts'from any :priviledge. - 

" Indeed the Fews of old were for- 
bidden 'Marriage' and Covenants: 
with the Gentiles, Dew. 7.3. but not 
keeping company with rhem , as 
Calvin\aith,; we find no clear.prohi- 
bitiofn of the Fews going'in to.the 

Gentiles from the Law,but from the 
obſetvation of the Fathers 5 Howe- 
ver,therecanbe nopreteiice for ſuch 
uncleanneſs -of/ Perſons, as Peter 
meaneth till the Law, and the abo- 
liſhing this by the G6ſpel,is nothing 

againſt thefederit hotineſs of Infants 

or others; long before the Law by 

the 'Covenant with Abraham. ' 

" 'ASto M2. 10:34,35: it importeth 

that God'is no reſpetFer' of perſons, 

4 'to acceptance with him , be he Jew 

or Gentile of what Nation ſoever,he 

may be accepted'of God, if he be a 

fearer'6f God;and a-worker of right- 


Chriſfi's Appointment. 51 
eouſneſs elſe not, whatever privilege 
he enjoyeth, Church-memberſtyp, 
Baptiſm,Lords Supper, &c.. wins is 
this againſt the federal holinel 
their leed, who are. fearers of God 
and externally in Covenant with 
Hin 8 Ga RE WLE 
2. 1n Goſpel times there is a relative 
federal holineſs, whereby ſome are dif- 


ferenced from other by a Separation 


from the warld for God, Rom, 11,16, 
1 Pet. 2.9. ye are a holy Nation, yea 
this reacheth Infants, 1 Cor. 7. 14. 


Elſe were your - Children wnholy, / but” 


»ow are they holy. . ' | 

It cannot be meant of legitima- 
tion,for if both the Parents be unbe- 
lievers, yet the Children are legiti- 
mate, Heb.13. 4. the marriage bed it 
wndefiled in all, It 1s not barely a 
being ſan&ified to uſe, for ſo are the 
unbelieving Husband or Wife to the 
Believer. wv. 14. yet are not holy; 
Tif. 1.15. 


It is not qualitative holineſs, if it 


were 


of 


os tofant Bapiiſm of 


ors c and a legal Birt 


'of Believers ate externally and viſi- 


were tobe ſure they thay be Bapti: 
264 , it muſt then be relative ot fe: 
der} fn Ye thiltich of the 
» JI} FRE CHULAren of the 
are not ot ihe of God, Rom. i 
then infants arc not A ſzed of Abra- 
ham, they may be by Eleftion, prof by 
caltng. Abraharti hath two wie 4 
by feel, who had promiſes {7h 
£44 of Catia z "a 4 ſpiritual ſced 
Httrs o orars 1; ge fe the Heavenly tni 
BerirhMte; Fu was never given to the 


MEE ors of the off by deye- 

are not * 

of God? Of theſe he ſpeak. 

Fi yr 9.9. 8,31,32. Gal.4. 9, 29, 

3; his is tiotling 7 dai Infants 
1 


Alf6 Childfen of the fleſh, Infants 
wrong are not internall j and (a 
y the Children of God, ſo as to 

rol the Heavenly loheritance 
only by fleſhly deſcent ;_ but Infancs 


bly 


| the Adoption, and fothey ate exter- 


Tendreth it 


_ Chriſt's Appoimment. 73 
bly the Chiidren of God as well-ay 
others, Gen. 17: 7,10, 11, Exod. 

23, Roms 9, 4, To them pamndink 


nally and viſibly Childrep, if nor by 
regeneration, yet by dedication and 
ſeparation for God from others. This 
probable and kopeful 
they ſhall afterwards ſhare in the ſpt- 
fitual 'and eternsl Bleffings, until 
they evidence the contrary by re- 
jeting the Covenant, as 7bwel and 
Eſawdid. | 

Thus the Infant ſeed of Believers 
are tiot the ſpiritual ſeed of 4brebam 
only by fleſhly deſcent, but they are 
ecctefiaſtically 
ſeed of 4br4hem, with their Parents, 
by vertue of the Covenant. 

Butt toclear this Text and Matter, 
1 ſhall add cheſe rhings. 

I, Here it to repeal of any Covs- 
hart [rfereſt, whith Infaxts wnitlowbs- 
ellly had before the coming” of Feſua 
Ch1ifp, without which al gag tous 
thing 


and externally . the * 


_ 
— 
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 \thing/to. the purpoſe : it is not ſaid; 


"Infant Baptiſm of 


thoſe chat of old were the ſeed of 4- 
brabam, now are not ſo any longers 
but rather the contrary, for (till a- 
Rually caſt out) he concludeth them 
highly priviledged, Row. 9.14. Who 
are: rae! ites to whom pertaineth thi 
Adoptian and the Glory of [the Cove- 
nants | — and the Promiſes. So that 
ſtill ia Goſpel times, till caſt out for 
fitive Unbelief, externally they 
ad an.Jatreſt m:the Coyenants and 
Promiſes, as in former days, and ſo 


_ their Infants ſhared with them. 


2. The Children of the Fleſh,which 
bere are; denjed 30 be the Children of 
God, are an aault, corrupt, degenerate 
ſeed, ſeeking Juſtification by 4 Legal 
Righteouſneſs, Rom. 9. v.8, 31,32; 
Krael which followed after Righteouſ- 
neſs, hath not attained tothe Law of 


Righteouſneſs. Wherefore t becauſe they | 


ſought it not by Faith, but as it were by. 

the works of the-Law. Such are afleth- 

ly ſeed, Gat, 4. 29, and obſtinately 
er- 
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inſuch a Fundameatal in mat- 
of Faith; in any Age, As not the 

Children of.God 3 "chey are adult ones. 

thatthus advance their, own Ri La 

ouſaeſs, Infants do_not fo, and t 

fore are not the Children of « fled 

here intended.: - 

Ingeed..the Parents: may. fo OY 
their Covenant Intereſt, .and ' conſe- 
quently, their Infant ſeed. may looſe it 
alſo, becauſe their Right was by their. 
Parents. 

3. The Children of the Fleſh, whether: 
edult, or Infants, are not the Children of, 
God fpiritaalh, or are. not.! the; ſpiritual 
ſeed of Abraham owly by « bo deſcent. 
ſo 4s to be Heirs of Salvation, Eterna 
Life, the Heavenly Inheritance , but yes 
may be the ſeed of Abraham leh raſti- 
cally and externally,as of 0 ala,end wehing; 
& here againſt it, 

Mr. Strong doth well diſfin guiſh a 
| braham as a Father, he'is 1. a yet! 
Father tothe Fews only. 2. 3 ſpiritual 
Father to all true Believers. 3; an ec- 
gleſiaſtical,. onchurch Farher, Rom..1 1. 
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16,17, arfwerably he hath a 'narurad | 
ficſhly feed," a (Plritual ſeed; and ar 6e- 
cleſialtical Teed.: Paul ardently defited; | 


 thit 2/740! iftight be faved, Row, 10; 1, 
a & Rojh. 9. 5.3. mefitioneth EleQioity 
& Salvation v. xt; 24, 27.” and in 
theſe reſpe&s it might be ſaid in all a- 
ges of the Old Teſtament;the Children 
of thefleſhare not rhe Chilrenof God; 
as to Vocation and Salvati6h,when yet 
Itifants'were wvnqueſtionably external- 
ly in Covenant, and ſo then they miay 
Ge Bill, and all this that is ſkid is not a- 
linſt it. They may be a ſeed'a5 to Or: | - 
inances, though all'bf them be not ſo 
as to Life and Salvation. | 
"The ſame tazy be ſaid} of Goſpel 
Churches; Whare not 1 xe! that are of 
Iſ/acl——-there being fooliſh Virgins 
there as well'as wiſe, Mat, 25:1,2.how 
then can this prove, att alteration of 
the Covenant, or that the Tnfant ſeed 
is now excluded,ſeeingthe fame might 
have been truly faid in all times ? _ © 
4. That many of the fleſhly ſeed of A- 
braham might be rejettea, and yet the 


word 
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word oy promiſe of God not be made veils 
the Apoſtle here and Rom, 11. is affert 
ing the rejeAion of the'Fews, and now 


#7 i,E. Not that God d 
violate fus"promile of” being 2 Gof'ro' 
Hbrahim ad his fecd, for all are rior 
true 7f«e/tes nor of the ſed of 4674- 
ham, who, are his fleſtily (ced, v.6,7.0 
[7 FREE did not remfer them the Chit- 
Iren of God, and entitle them tothe 
' | promiſes v.8. this he proveth, becxiſe 
' | 1bmati,. who was of Abrahaws flehhly 
' | ſeedofoldwascaffour,ahd where there 
was no diſparity or utthkeneR in birth 
or works, yet. Facob' was loved; and 
Eſa hated;v.$.to 14. nther doth this 
preferring one before the other, where 
there was equality in themſetves;ſpeate 
anyutitighteouſnefs with'God, 'v,"#4 
for his .awn will is' the determinitig 
rule of his ſhewing mercy, v. 15: to'®, 
24. This 1s the clear, and true meaning 
ot this Scripture, thefe inſtances ſhew 
that being the Children'of the laheF 
Ex old, 
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old,. did not make them the Children 
of God,as to his ave—when yet unde- 
niably the Infant ſced were externally 
within the- Covenant, how then can 
this ſpeak now for the excluding of 
them ? when the ſame might be ſaid 
in all ages ſince Abrehgm, vis. that the 
Children of the fleſh, are nox the Chil- 
dren of God lo as to obtain ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, but may be rejeted, when 
they bear upon that plea of fleſhly del 
cent, and yet highly d fegonerura as the 
Tom did, It proves no alteration of the 
ayenant 1n reſpect of its antient ex- 
tent 4 t the ſeed, dig is faid, is in- 
tended again jf ! duls eofrupe Tp 
my l ſg PAfAN Þ a Fe Nat Ag 4- 
nf Bh Infant 6 & The NS M! j 
o [aig] BBW Fill wh &F 
| (bag b- aig kih THER val 
66H WHEFE FHEtE A Epping 
6. be ei | THEEFE 4 
he HEſti6h Hete #6 oe ef iþ 


aft ſeed were (Il i Covendiit is 
they were of old ? biit whither the pt- 
tniſe was void aHd of tote effect (#.6, j 
i 
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if a corrupt adulr fleſhly'{eed werere- 
jected * | 1. ,44ha$p? jt 
5. The fleſbly Children of: Abraham, 
were not the Children of God excluſively, 
or in oppoſition to 4 Spiritual ſeed,cuen of 
Gentiles by faith, the Fews often cryed 
out,we are the ſeed of 4breham,claim- 
ing Intereſt in the Covenant, and in- 
rolſing all promiſes and ſpecial blef- 
ings, only by being his fleſhly (eed, 
hereby excluding the. Gentules, nnlels 
joyned with them turning to the Few+ 
/b Religian z on the cantrary the Apay 
ltle declarceh, that there is 4 /piritua/ 
ſeed, even af the Gentides by faith, and 
that hereby we abrain (piritual blef- 
lngs betuge the Fews Wh TITEL 
wha ars fenyed ta hs that lairityual lnged 
(Hhavgh they wes the Aetkly (8g gY 
Mr4h4m)\ BEING Withayt F44r li and) Agt 
AHH the WHHts BE 431484944 $99: 418; 
CAIMULER 

Whit is Fils diff thoſe w He re: 
tefitd tot tt bs A5Y46445 ett 4l fle jy 
ſeed; Hor to be aftdally intereſted In 
ſpecial bleflings by fleſhly deſcents tot 
| _* triiſt 
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truft in carnal /priviledges £ . What is 
this for the excluding Infants out of a 
Covenant ſtate / as the reſult of that 
promiſe to Abraham | I will be the God 
of thy ſeed] nary bi for many 190 
ears an Infant ſeed had g Covenant 
ntereſ(t joynely with their Parents,and 
this was no T ypical promiſe, let any 
prove that Infants are cut off from 
their ſhare in it,elſe their Covenant In- 
tereſt muſt hold ſtill, whither Baptiſm 
may be applyed, 'or not without an ex- 
preſs Command of which before. 
 Abrahamhadaſpiritual ſeed allalong 


by faith, whoſe Infants were in Cove-. 


nant with their Parents for many gene- 


rations, and.why ſhould not their pri- 


viledge continue ſtill to the ſpiritual 
ſeed, though the carnal fleſhly ſeed 
were caſt out, and their crividedge EX- 
pired with it. 

' Infants Covenant Intereſt was not 
the peculiar priviledge of the fleſhly 
ſeed of Abraham, for the Infant ſeed 
' of 'Proſelites and thoſe: ſtrangers, 'Gen. 


"17-12, 13.)Ex.'12.48, wereiinthe Co- 


venant 
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yenant Made with 4br«bew and under 
the tolen-'ot it, ſo as that Covenant 
was broken if chat was omitted; yet 
= were not of the flethly feed of '.4> 
kraham, and lo theſe may be intill, 
though his fleſhly ſeed be caſt oux, 
And onee more, if all che Jews atithe 
firſt dawning of the Goſpel day,had be- 
come the {piritual ſeed'of Abrahem by 
faich ( as-many of them did) none of 
them then had been rejected ; foriit 
was for unbelief, that-chey weretbro 
ken off, Rowp. a1, 20. and what {yllable 
is there to -prove, that:rhere' would 
have been an exclufion.of their Infant 
ſeed,from that Covenant Intereſt weh 
they had'the day before their Parents 
believing. And heace ir foltlowerh.'/". 


6. That the expiring and ceaſine' of 


ſome caywai privileages of old, afforded 
#0 the fleſhly ſeed of Abraham, ; hindrerh 
nt the Covenant Intereſt of the infunes 
of the ſpiritual ſeed by faith, if the te- 
paration of the flethly ſecdoft Abrabaw, 
to the bringing forth -of che! Ade Fram 
ceaſed and-expired/arhis comng, .that 

| E 4 was 
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wasbut one priviledge of the Fews,that 
of them as concerning the fleſp Chriſt 
came, Rom. 9. 5.and yet Covenant In- 
tereſt continued Rill| ro them pertaineth 


. the —Covenant, and the promiſes | 1.4, 


At. 3. 25. 
If the aforeſaid ſeparation and: the 
priviledge thereby, as Dr. 0. ſaith was 
temporary having a limited ſeaſon time 
and end,and upon his atual exhibition 
in the fleſh it was to ceaſe, and if ſome 
carnal ordinances failed and: be at an 
end, being abundantly ſupplyed by his 
being come ; yet what is all this to 
prove, that God no longer is viſibly a 
God to the Infant ſeed of the Spiritual 
ſeed of Abraham ? that is not tempora- 
ry, but by an everlaſting Covenant, 
and faileth not. 
-InfantsCovenant Intereſt is no branch 
of thoſe priviledges which he ſaith are 
expired but on the contrary Dr. 0. 
mentionerh this as one promiſe to the 
Church [that God will be a God to them 
and their ſeed for ever, | Exercit. 6,00 
Heb,Neither doth this make three par- 
ties 
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ties in the Covenant[ Abraham 2x4 his 
ſeed, and their Infant ſeed ] any more 
than itdid before thecoming of Chriſt, 
when Parents and their Infants made 
one joynt Subjet all along,as 1ſac and 


| his Children, and Fob and his, and 


thoſe Circumciſed, Foſb.5. and theirs. 

The Fews ungroundedly claimed all 
promilſes,by their being the fleſhly ſeed 
of A4breham,but the ſpiritual ſeed may 
duly claim that promiſe for their Chil- 
dren, there being nothing for the nul- 
ling of it, 

Beſides, Dr. 0. once and again-there 
declareth, that the Church is one and the 
ſame,not one Church taken away and ano- 
ther ſet up in the room, the Olive-tree is 
the [ame, anly ſome branches are broken 
off, &C. | | 

Infants were of the Church, ſhew 
"when they were all caft out , the ſame 
that the Fews were broken off from the 
Gentiles were graffed into, Rom,1T. 

Let any prove that the Church-ſtate 
in the Subſtance of it, was any part of 
that which was aboliſhed by the death 
of Chriſt, They 
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They were «dded to the Church, AQz.z, 
47+ 1. ©. to the Church uader its now 
adminiſtration. By breaking down the 
partition wall.che former confinement 
of che Church to the Natural feed of 
Abraham was taken off, and it hath en- 
largemcnt by the acceſs of the Genriles, 
but is not/ſraitned by excluding ſowaſt 
a number as all the Infant feed. The d&- 
generate, obſtinate, unbelieving Fews 
were'broken off for the reformation of 
theChurch;but ic wasnotdiſmembred || « 
by cutting off all the Infant ſeed, who 
bad' actually done neither-good nor e- | / 
vil, nor had their Parents rejected the | : 
———_ ——— 
expired,and new were appointed as'D, 
0. wall .obſerveth, rag CH find | | 
that God caft out any who formerly | | 
were members of it (as Infants were) | | 
without a forfeiture of 'their privilege. | ! 
I 
| 


 Qbj.'5« infants are 'not capable of en-| 
tr ing\Covenant with God,and if theywere 
«bſclutely in it, then God did wot perform 
his ipromiſe, becauſe many prove wicked ; | 
and if only conditionally then it is-n0 more 
| Li, 
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o them they uthers, and whit adventes 
by #* ITT» $ 
: A. 1, infants were of old in Covenant, 
t Land. ſo are capable, Gen. 17v,10,11,12, 
f IDeut.29.v.10,11,1a;ye fiand this dey ol 
i- of you———your little ones -—— that thew 
bouldſt enter into Covenant with the Lord 
thy God—So then little. ones are in a ca- 
pacity to be engaged by Covenant for 
reel woe. 
if | Imay ask were they abſolutely in it 
d || or plane; frog e , 
of 2. Some anſwer the Infant ſeed of Be- 
e- | ievers are in Covenant abſolutely in the 
(e | Species, conditionelly in the individuals 
Fo) Copbet, , 
), | Many promiſes run to aColkive 
d | body, as the Church, and are accom- 
y | pliſhed there,and yet may not be made 
c) | good to every member particularly, as 
e. | it is promiſed;that-ebe gates of hell ſhall 
/- | not prevail againſt the. Church, Adae. 
re | 16.18.andyet Stay may prevailagainſt 
» | particular Members or Churches. 
; So the:Covenant of .not drowning 
the World, doth not ſecure every par- 
ticular Man from drowning, 3. As 
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3. As to advantages,there ere many,as 
a Covenant-ſiate is a ſtate of greater near- 


neſs unto God then others are in, is de- | 
clared tobe a priviledge, Roz.3.1,2.and | 


9, 4+ and it is a nuſery to be ſtrangers 
from the Covenants of promile, Eph. 
2, 12. many advantages I could iſco: 
ver of being externally in Covenant, 
and thus Men may be in it and may ſo 
miſcarry, as to be rejected, as 1ſhmaet, 
Eſau, the Fews, Roms. 11, and yet God 
not break Covenant againſt Infants 
Baptiſm, it is objected thus. 

Obj. 6. Faith and Repentance are re- 
quired before Baptiſm, Mark 16.16. He 
that believeth and « baptized, ſhall be ſa- 
ved, AR. 2. 38. Repent and be baptized. 
— If the Jews, the natural ſeed of Abra- 
ham,mizht not be baptized without Faith 
and Repentance, much leſs others, And 
ſuch affirmative Precepts have their ne- 
gative.; and ſo Infants not believing or 


repenting, may not be baptized. 

Anſ. 1. 7 freely grant, that thoſt 
which believe and repent are to be bapti- 
zed ; but 1 deny the Any” 
Frere" 
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therefore Infants may not be baptized, 


Such Texts conclude amegyEy, : 
c 


| that ſuch may 5 they do not concl 

| negatively, that none elſe may :. as for. 
| example, it” is ſaid, 47. 8..37. 1f tbow. 
| believeſt with all thy. heart, thou mayeſt, 


j, e, be baptized. This doth. not cog. 
clude negatively, that none elſe may , 
if any will ſay hence, none may be bap- 
tized who do not believe with all their 
heart, then they can baptize none , for 
they cannot know that another doth 


| believe with all his heart ; and: $imesx 


Magss, who did not: ſo, yet was duely 
baptized, A#. 8.13. oy 
If it. could be proved that it-is in- 
tended excluſively, then p44 
2. It importeth, that none but thoſe 
who believe and repent of aduls ones,may 
be baptized, it is not to be wnderſtgod in 
key Fo Infants : often affirmative 
Commands untend only capable Sub- 
jects , and the negative part extendeth 
no further. Thus, as believing and re- 
penting are commanded before Bap- 
tiſm, ſo confeſhon with the mouth is. 
COm- 
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commanded, before Salvation, Xe. 106: 


v.9,10; If Laps. balf con feſs with thy 
mwth rhe fig A, {halt be fa 
vent ; and ret ;he moth Wor efron it 
mu? _— wt pt PLAT pm 
den ar an mts can befaved,be- 
te ni not confeſs with their 
month weed Lord Jefus ? It is meant'of 
adult ones only, who are capable fub- 

jos 85 labvur, bya general term, is 

cotnmended before” cating, -bln# f: 
10. He commani you, that if ery ul 
wor-wor k; neither (ould he 1 Witkany 
condud6 thence, rhit' Infants {all riot 
cat, becauſe they will-not labour'? So 
ſoreconmandsqboutcatingthePafſo- 
ver, as with ſower herbs — arc intend- 
e$ only for capable'fubjets, nor fick 
Perforts'or Infants. That of preaching 
= *Goſpel toevery creature, Mayk.16. 
['x'6, 1s\meant not to Infants: but 0- 
hats; So as to Baptiſm, the command 

to believe and repent before it;concern- 

| eth\capable ſabjeRs: only ; andthe ne- 
ies part only faith, that advlt' Be: 


overs and 1mpenitent ones” may not 
be 
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proach to them, believe, repen 


Chriff na. By 
be baptized, is concludeth nothing 4- 
gainſt lofane Baptiſm!” | |: 

Thot new Inftirevion of Baprſares 
firſtly to be received by the adult, be- 
ing given.to'a Chwch wheres many 

ſuch are found, and {o it was prdper w© 

dthus, rows 

v4ptretd, and thus, we going'to'Twrks, 
prenmey or others, where Baoriſ hath 
not Goine, we may pn rh inthe ſame 
khngwage, belrove, re EO 
god, without exclu Infants from 
it : Yea, of old the Proſelites and Strant- 
goers -tmuſt own rhe Feweſb Religion, 
make a profeffion'of Faith and Love,es 
1ſa.56.4.'56 8: Exvl,v2. andchen hed 
Ciroumciſion for rhemfchves amitheir 
Inflitif ſeed, 

46 Aba Repenrance'wore rhis me- 
ceſſary even forthe Jews, The watwval 
ſeed of Abratiam, that they who weve Pu- 
_- may have 'right themſelves unto 

«piſs avd other Goſpe! Privikeupes, and 
þ their Infant ſeed may have' right alſy : 
For" as in 'other ages of the Church, 
when the Lord gave-forth- new Reve- 
lations 


| 
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.lations and Ordinances forthe Ta 2CH 
nacle and Temple, he-required there 
ceiving of them by:Faith and; Qbedi 
ence;elie rhey were to-becut off, Lew.7 
4,20,;21;25,271 and 17:449,and I 9. 3 

233v--27,29- And after great Apo 
ſtacies and Back{lidings; they were ſo{ 
verely-threatned, if they repented.noty 
So at the: dawning-of the Goſpel day, 
JeſusChriſt the promiſed Seed, being 
acually-eome, this made Mee | 
tionto that importantArticle of Faithg] 


.now: all were obliged under the.highſ 


eſt penalty to. the Faith, ofthis, thafſc 
the Meſſiah was come.that Te/ws Chrifl 


' was the: Son of God, Foks 8.24. if ye br4 
Jieve not that 1 am he; ” [ball. aze in yon 
fins, This was the Teſt 1n thoſe timesn 


and for [lnbelief the Fews, the naturalſf 
ſeed of Abraham, were broken off, Romdyi 
11.20. On this account was the con. 
mand-in that day to them,. [.Zelieush 
and be baptized | for. by perliſting; [fe 
politive,obſtinate unbeliet,as to his beFas 
ing come, there was a rejection of thifſa, 
Covenant, and loſing their owa right 

yi þ 


— 


Sf znd fo their Childrens right, which re-; 
roll ſulted from theirs muſt-nects. be lol 
Clfalſo.If Parents be.caft out of Covenant, 
«JJrhen I'plead- not; for their:or their It- 
- Ofants Baptiſm, That faith then was in- 
PARdiſpenſibly neceſſary toche continuing 
{6Ftheir Covenant Intereſt, as well as to 
otitheir Baptiſm, yea if circumeiſion..on 
aygthe 8:4 day had continued to this day,: 
oglyet this faith of his being come, would 
dy ds been neceſſary. thenceforth in the 
bJParents, in order to their: Childrens 
;Mfharing in-it-But where the.natural ſed 
ha of Abraham by ſuch faith, laid hold on 
the Coyenant and continued their:In- 
z4tereſt in it, here is nothing to prove a- 
"ny alteration or curtailing of. the Cove, 
eSYnant, ſo as tocut off their Infant ſeed 
r —_ it, or toexclude them from Bap» 
wife, - noo. of ds. 
My. Alſo: the natural ſeed: of Abrabam 
41had then exceedingly corrupted them- 
Mfclves; and hainouſly fianed; even {a 
begas to Crucifie Chriſt the Prince of Life, 
gon which accovat he commanderh ro 
ngRepent and:be Ms” a 6.38, 
10G | ny 
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ſlots,” well might they be exhorted'to 


teainly a Church "which owneth Infant 
Bapfrſmihaving members wnderfuch's 
horrid offerice, 'may require a manife- 
ſtation of repentance from'the Parents 
before they'do Baptize their Infants. 
"I ſhort [have diſcovered; that In- 
nt Ba ptiſtifolloweth Parents Faith : 
ag! | nels pre-required to Bap- 
Am les enerate adult feed, _ _ 
ith 1 att Ba tiZi Infants © 
fri [Za'by Filth, %S! $738 
£68 Of whe: Ollie of BEI 3 7 Tw- 
ah 
ome ſpeak contemptuouſly of the 
Baptizing of Infants and' undertake to 
Rebaprize, Bae? i nnprg n 
Poſ. Baptiſts edninifired bs Ifency P 
valid, i 70 nullity * 
Thave proved there isSeriphate war 


rant for Infant Bapriſm,” ſome Infant 
are 


hey Werounder ſuthuorinſgieſ. 


fice. itt order 'to-Baptifm;and'to 
nt theit” forfeiting/all-all lurter 
rejeftion,and the Lords laying ro them: 
Zomni; Years rione of my People;Cer- 
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all. the-E fer entials g "tl Go | ofa Fil, 
therefe ereit uw (6x ra nt! "Wa 

cfirN itatinia, iroum Botha, lod nd 
accidentals of an ordinance did INE 
then,none were .yalid's no perſon'is lo 
Baptized, but, fomeftn-1n it ond ren- 
der; it; a. ,nallity ; ſeeing there; 1s not a 
FL | 79472 up0u Earth. that doth good aya 
fraveth. i or, =p =o 7+,,206: \X Joh. I. 
a4 andthe icontrary is we To 
SireuPeijed 69 Moſes, Rl 
dond &;) Ex. 4.. Mod ye yet it as Vi ka 
[forthe Angel ott SLOR Wa) $a jy <q, 


vi26,.50 the high pri Fre if 
the, right line but CK 5b Chet 


-owberh them, Jah. 11, A "nd, oy Ty 
-and, L.ask af; a perſon < crre hn int ht 
feſfipg fat, and. yet th ey, None 2h 


-bimaif be.afcer be. profane, will | 
Htis.A aulty? et if her 0:2 
/Baptizg bim/agan - 
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right matter and form ; here is right | 


matter,ex qua conuſtat, viz. Water with- 
out undue mixture, here is the ſign;and 
the thing ſignified by it'is evangelical , 
alſo the right matter circa quam,capable 


Subje&s rationalcreatures,noneelſecan ' 


bein Covenant, nor in a capacity to 
have the things ſignified, the graces and 
benefits of the Covenant. T hat Infants 
have rigfit to it,l have evidenced; that 
they are capable is undeniable, as they 
were of citcumciſion, which had a ſpr- 
Titua] ſignification as well as Baptiſm, 
-whathinders their receptivity © Infants 
are capable of a principle of faith and 
repentance, antecedently and of actual 
believing and repenting confequently, 
and one erid which- Baptiſm obligeth 
to_is after repentance, Mar. 3; 11. AF, 
19.34. Alſo it hath the righe form, an 
application of water in a ſolemn figni- 
ficative way, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, Mat.28,19. we uſe 
waſhing tho not ſabmerſion ; it is ſuch 
an applying of water, that is the ſub- 
. Rance of the external form of bp 
| and 
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| | and ifthere were aſinful defe@ (which 


I think there is not) in the want of ſub 
merſion,yet it can be hut an accidental 
one, and ſo it can never be proyedthar 
it renders it a qulyy.nn Infant Baptiſm 
there'is the. /zternal form, roger 
the relation of the ſigh and thing ſigni- 
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fied, and the External form'the apply- 
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in the forehead, Rev.14.9.1, and 1oit'ss 
Valed. +5. | | _ 
, Arg. 2, Onur Baptiſm in Jufancy 4% 


ſwereth to the Scripture- fignification of 


the word, and to what « ſignified by that 
Ordinance, therefore it is valid and is 
20 nullity, The word Bdif» is rendred 
mergo,lave, it notethia ſmall uſe of wa- 
ter, as Luk.16.24. that he may{_ dip'18 
it is not the'whole finger, but only the 
tip of it, Alſo BefiZs merge, leave, it (ig- 
| "I niheth 
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common and iy as Fred ule; Oi be 
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they eat pot, Y lg any ay, except 
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Soour Porte ; Water on the fate of 


an, Infant in, ſuch, a manper,. is truly 
XY aſking ar ig of it And Jeu 

dipping or plthging 1s not. preſcribe 
by! the ord,only) walhing,yeaif it wo 
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lity, placing iſo ruch Religion i init''as 
jifall werenhullywirhoutt,Tifear cannot 
be _— fron/Superſtition, whickvis 


We anſwer, the 
tion of the: rot Beprieniad ahd parry 
riooſlythink har Cheilt harh left us'tb 
Rl liberty;as ts that mode; hath notob- 
liged ts t&ſubmerſion;' becaufe whate- 
ver might be done in Hor Climuces;yer 
in cold Countrivs ſuch -aufage wonll 
make'the fervice of the Golpel work, 
then that of the Law, dearaſt Brac, Tis. 
28. it'would without a'Miracle hazavd 
life ; whereas God wil have mercy-ra- 
ther than'Saerifice;\ letvs not then be 
cenſured fot the omiffion of it; 1-1 

Yea further,thething fpnified i _ 
ſwered by our Baptifm in Infancy, 
it a figf'of regenerationzor of behng Ay 
ried with Chriſt, Roma.6.4/Cvt,2.12. 07 
both , for, either noteth'Communion 
with Chit i tn his Death; and thar is 
expreſſed <even'by fprinding,gpr are 
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come tothe blood of ſprinkling, Heb.16, 
24.8 Heb.19.32.ſprinkling aoteth the 
-thing ſignified by Bapriſm, and ſo ma 
:xpreſs Baptiſm the fign ; but we C 
waſhing by pouring water upon, and 
that isexpreſfive in both, Eph.5.35,26.| 
.Rev. 1. ©, hath waſbed from 0ur ſons in hes 
blood,Tit.3.5.no necefiity that Baptiſn 
ſhould reſemble. hjs death or burial in 
every thing,not in his being carried in- 
to the Sepulchre, and; being there till} 
the third day,they would not willingly 
be ſo long under water; our being bu- 
ried with himin Baptiſmis a metapho- 
rical expreſſion, noting Communion 
ſharing in his death, which aptly is ex- 


| preſſed by waſhing. 


-* Qbj, Þ- But the firſt ws way of Bap- 
tizing was by dipping, they went into and 
came out of the water, Mark.1.9. Mat.3. 
15,16. AR.$.3$, 39. azd John Baptized 
in Arnon becauſe there was much water 
there, Joh. 3.23. ge! 

A. 1. If this was the moge or uſage i» 
thoſe hot Climates, then it i lawful 6 8 


cola 


cold Climates, much leſs ſo as it were a 
 nullity withous iþ. 


| 2. Some vſages in the firſt adminiſtra 
f tion of ordinances,being extra-eſſential to 
di them may lawfully be omitted afterwards 
5.1 #1 ſome caſes; cixcurnſtances much: al- 
&| ter caſes; as the Paſſover muſt-be 
nj brought the tenth day,and kepttill the 
a} 14th,andthe blood of it muſt beſtruck 
- | on the door poſts in Egypr,and beeaten 
11} in baſt,with loyns girded &c. Ex.,12. 
y | Þut all theſe things were not duty af- 
- | terward,let it be proved that they were 
> | uſed. by Chriſt and the Apoſtles. Bap- 
a | tiſmn was applyed to Chriſt at above 30 
. | years of ape.to the Jaylor at midnight. 
_ | 48.16.33. So the Lords Supper wasat 
- | firſt admyniſtred only to Men,to the A- 
4 | poſiles in an upper room at night , yet 


jo ; . 0 . » » 
{| for our imitation, ſo as a variation: is 
a | 


finful, 


3» The words do _not neceſſarily note 
y | any more, than that they went toor wnto 
, | and came from the water ; «i; is often 
cendred not. [ into] but [to or yatoJas 
Mat. 


all theſe things are not neceſſary duties 
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Mart. r5.24.1 «m 10t ſept, but #i; to or un: 
zo the loſt (beep, ſo AR. 16. 40:Rom:.t5, 
r6, And #ignifieth [from]: Mat.z. 
17.—from Abraham— Mat. 7.23. 4e-f 
part am from me ye workers of Tniquity, 
ind :r5 ek 14.2. Mat. 27.45. ' * 
] ARS. 7 is rengred as 
well rl Ne Beg: 6. 14. Us 
Feat [Nar. 19.20. [, Fn youth, 
not out of my yoath, 
- Angthirs theſe Texts ne ceſſer ily ith- 
Fr only,that Bo wei to or Ins & 
rom de! water, and however they | 
FO into and comegurel thewa-l 
nping their 
whole" bodics into-che;warer ; antirs| 
Rid gs much * pop ipas of rhe Evnuch, | 
he wept into and ihe of 


icy i Bo Fae a op! that 


Baptizeth muſt *'a 


4.. Nepe of theſe Texts ſpeak it word, 
thartheBaptizing was.in the form of Sub- | 
pry +2 ping, dy Phunging ; ;It might 


or ought is faid here,” © 
As 
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J* waters 7a ay note,that threre were 

I. |rivel8ts' Here * we Wb pb bocure 'he 
- [ame Which! welk fot" wir ul ith 
parts ;.' 6d ome Tobnhaving't 
by Bund! mou oe 5thon Ho þ 
a5} tize,- in'thofe hot: Countries where he 
1] tnightpo Gal HIGSHEl d little water, 
h,Ito Ew'the convenieticy of that he 
t- 
& 
Y 
qA- 
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.; | aboye others,jt might GA be fgid; 
Baprizet in 4rn0z, becauſe Sew og 
much ater there; "andTarn infortiied, 
that #10h is fo ſhallow a water,thatno 
L perfon' can be overwhelmed in'te. =! 
ry "Aid now whit tettaineth, tharean 
5] pretend” ro-invalidre Baptiſm w_ 4 
bl ancy ef it be ſaid their dt being 
a- Fe & Bellevers,or their wintir eh, 
a Tads.rhax God his declaring Infants 
751 viſible Covenant Intereſts as Jos an 
'Evidence of their right to'Baptuſm,” as 
the viſitle profeſſion of faith* can be. 
'j And'if the want of faith would render 
| the Bapriſm a nullity, then ſich asap- 
Pear to be bur formal profeſſors, 'they 
- boſe their Baptiſm,andif they —_ 
re 
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real Believers afrerwards,they muſt be 
f th i TEE & againſt the Admi 

If they. object, a t Ike 
ftrator ; 'it falleth {cn ypon. them- 
ſelves 3 $5 - for according to their -own 


, how is it poſſible for them 
Gidurs regular. ge aps or If In- 
ant 


Church! or any perſon 2 peg "va 
of,as they rm z then their own Bap- 
tiſta is a aulli Zan from Figs Fs 


their Kos work had ; RN nt 
Zing wa TN 
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Ales had, For he that firſt begai 1 
 Baptizing work.in,their w d.no | : 

other Baptiſm. but that j Inkang; if | r 
that were null, cheg was vabap- | 1 
tized perſon and no Church member, { 
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neither; could he; make: himſelf. a 
Church member, wanting. that w 
ſhould conſtitute him, ſo v4, \Bapeiſan 


Lask what Scriprare is there 
by conſequence for an unbaptizc ep pr 1 
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mediate-call * without: that (all Bap- 
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way is ible tobe 
attained, _ be rg ples have a 
tendency to deftr Baptiſin and 
Churches: -- 
I ſhall from the pr add Two 
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with water, and-ſo'itis a here 
name of the Lord inviin Asco-ihas. 


wah water, Is vi__s 
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Church was Chrift abrrv arid vom 
thereby ? If that did conſtitute, then 
one member may be a Church, for 
where the form 15, there is the thing 
formed, yea an excommunicate perſon 
F anApoſtate, one that renounceth the 
* | Goſpel and all Churches, Ft his Bap- 
{l | tiſm remaining he muſt ſtill be a 
x Church member, 'for where the form 
| is, there's the 7ormetom, and if fuck 
] had loſt their Baptiſm, then if ever 
! they be reduced they muſt be Rebapti- 
| zeds whereas Patient dne'of the Bap- 
1 tiſts faith the Ordinance of Baptiſm is 
to be received but once, 4s a Man isto 
be regenerated but once, born but once, 
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